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170 girls – every one  
of them outstanding



We call ourselves the St Margaret’s family, but 
there’s a bit more to this than just an optimistic 
slogan. We share a big house, and when a girl 
walks through our front door, she joins a warm 
community and a firmly established culture.  
St Margaret’s is a school where it really is the 
norm for girls to be kind to each other, to want 
to do their best and to get the most from the 
opportunity our unique environment affords. 

St Margaret’s is all about taking part and having 
a real go, with the support of teachers who 
recognise that encouragement is far more of a 
lasting motivator than coercion. 

With class sizes of between 14 and 16 girls, 
engagement is a fact of daily life rather than  
an ideal. And there is much to engage with. 
The mistaken assumption might be that a small 
school limits a girl’s opportunities. Here, it is 
the opposite. Rather than needing to audition 
for a play or put your name down for canoeing, 
everyone has to have a go at everything.  

And it is this that results in the girls’ exceptional 
character development. We foster their self-
esteem by encouraging them to try things that 
they previously might not have attempted, and 
by supporting them with the valuable level of 
personal attention that comes from having a 
high teacher-to-pupil ratio. 

We believe strongly that the girls’ qualities are 
developed to a far greater depth than might 
normally be possible, thanks to our small 
classes and a cohesive staff body who share 
longer term responsibility for their girls.

But rather than just take our word for it, why 
not come and experience St Margaret’s special 
atmosphere for yourself?

Mark Webster 
Principal

Welcome to St Margaret’s School



Our size is our strength



We see ourselves as a family, and place great 
importance on every child wanting to come to 
school. We want her to enjoy her learning and 
to look forward to seeing her classmates. We 
simply want the maximum from every child, 
consistent with her happiness.

Nothing original so far. Every school should 
surely want the above.

However, not every school has the advantage 
of our class sizes. If you are in a class of 14 or 
16, we think you are more likely to...

• Have a sense of involvement with each lesson.

• Be taught by someone who has the time to 
 pay attention to you.

• Enjoy the opportunity of getting to know all of  
 your classmates better and, as such, develop 
 valuable social skills beyond those limited to 
 small groups of like-minded girls.

Our strongest and most influential quality is  
the distinct culture that underpins the school. 
Behaviour, work ethic and relationships within 
the school are outstanding.

We believe that every girl should graduate from 
St Margaret’s School being confident without 
seeming arrogant, having been encouraged 
towards excellent performance without being 
under excessive pressure and, most of all, 
having recognised that she matters.

How our ethos differs from other schools

Class sizes average 14 in the Junior School 
and 16 in the Senior School



“

We want each girl to develop her character 
and her social relationships. Students eat lunch 
with different year groups, celebrate house 
events with children both older and younger, 
and join clubs where they further establish 
friendships beyond their year groups.

Smaller class sizes enable our girls to get to 
know everyone in their form properly and, 
therefore, their social development isn’t limited 
to an exclusive huddle of similar individuals.

When surveyed, the most common word used 
by the girls to describe their community at the 
school was, indeed, ‘Family’.

Social Skills

   Pupils develop strong relationships derived from the ethos of the school which is 
based on respect, and kindness
  Pupils acquire excellent social skills through the many opportunities the school  
provides to engage with others in joint ventures  
ISI Inspection Report, June 2022
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St Margaret’s girls are academically successful, 
with three quarters of the last six years’ GCSEs 
graded 7, 8 or 9 (the old A/A*).

We do not restrict our admissions to girls with 
a prior history of ‘A’ grades; we believe our job 
is to teach our girls to achieve the best grades 
they can, not to rely on an admissions policy to 
achieve our percentages… and our ingredients 
for success are quite simple.

- Small class sizes, meaning teachers have the  
 quality time to focus on each girl’s progress.

- Specialist teachers who continually develop 
 the girls to reach their potential.

- A firmly established culture amongst the girls 
 of a desire to learn and do one’s best.

- Our girls are not ‘hot housed’ but encouraged 
 and supported. We want them to look forward 
 to school each morning and be stimulated, 
 whether they are in Reception or Year 11.

- Staff turnover is very low. In the past 12 years, 
 just two permanent members of staff have  
 moved to other London schools. 

Academic Matters



At St Margaret’s, every single pupil is an active 
participant. Girls in a Drama production aren’t 
cast as a lowly tree or a background attendant, 
but instead are genuinely involved. There are 
multiple opportunities for them to stand up 
and speak in front of an audience, contributing 
to building their self-confidence. Also, thanks to 
the size of the school, individual talent can be 
nurtured and given particular attention.

We offer a range of extra-curricular activities 
before, during and after school. These range 
from sports clubs and choirs to cookery classes 
and debating. Outside of school, the girls enjoy 
trips ranging from Islington to Iceland to Italy.

Clubs & Classes

  The quality of the pupils’ academic and 
other achievements is excellent
  Teachers’ encouragement empowers 
this achievement through enrichment 
activities which challenge pupils to 
develop skills beyond the classroom
ISI Inspection Report, June 2022
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We believe physical development is important, 
right from Reception upwards. Our PE and 
Games programme offers great opportunities 
for pupils to improve their movement and ball 
skills, develop keen hand-eye co-ordination 
and increase their levels of fitness.

From an early age, our girls learn dance, games 
and gymnastic skills at a range of excellent, well-
maintained local sports facilities. Swimming 

is also part of the curriculum throughout the 
Junior School. Then, from Year 4 onwards, girls 
take part in competitive team games through 
inter-house and inter-school fixtures. 

During her time at St Margaret’s, a student will 
have the chance to try swimming, canoeing, 
netball, tennis, football, trampolining, cross 
country, gymnastics, rounders, hockey, netball, 
athletics, badminton and orienteering.

Sporting Life
  Pupils develop resilience and 
perseverance from an early age
ISI Inspection Report, June 2022
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The St Margaret’s School experience is greatly 
influenced by the fact that it takes place in a 
house, not a sprawling institution. Traditional 
on the outside, it’s equipped on the inside for 
a modern education. From Year 3, every girl is 
given her own Chromebook to work with, and 
technology forms a key component of every 
girl’s learning experience. 

Beyond the school gate, students use a local 
hall for physical activities, such as gym. They 
swim in the 25-metre pool at Copthall Leisure 
Centre and we have a special sports area nearby 
for activities like netball, tennis, football and 
so on. We use Hampstead Heath extensively, 
including for Forest School, and various other 
external facilities for rounders, aerobics, 
volleyball, rowing and numerous other sports.

Lunch is freshly cooked on the premises by 
our Italian chef and his team, who also run 
Breakfast Club for early birds from 7.30am.

Step Inside

From Reception to Year 3, our girls are taught 
primarily by a class teacher, with ICT, French, 
Music and PE led by subject specialists.

Aside from having the teachers and facilities 
geared  to  specific  subjects,  this  continuity 
allows teachers to gain a clear understanding 
of what each girl needs to progress to the next 
level. The success of this approach is reflected 
in our students’ excellent results.

Childhood Uninterrupted

  The confidence my teachers at the school 
instilled in me from the age of  seven has 
pushed me to achieve what I have done
Former Pupil 

  Pupils have an excellent understanding 
of how to keep themselves healthy and 
stay safe
ISI Inspection Report, June 2022
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North and Central London offer numerous 
sixth-form options for the St Margaret’s girl, 
and our students go on to some of the most 
prestigious, high-achieving schools. From Year 
10, we work with the girls and their parents to 
help guide them in their selection of ‘A’ Levels 
and the best destinations for them. 

By the time that a St Margaret’s girl applies 
for places in post-16 education, she should be 
an independent, confident and secure young 
woman, who is armed with a set of predicted 
grades that will enable her to choose from  
a wide range of options. 

She will also have a CV outlining relevant work 
experience, charity-day organisation and other 
achievements made possible by the small size 
of the school and the increased opportunities 
for involvement that small numbers bring. 

We take the school motto Ad Vitam Paramus 
(We Are Preparing For Life) seriously and this is 
reflected in the secure, caring and challenging 
learning environment we provide. It acts as a 
safe, grounding foundation that leads to happy 
and successful futures for our girls.

Moving on…

  Pupils develop excellent knowledge, 
skills and understanding across all areas 
of learning
ISI Inspection Report, June 2022

   St Margaret’s School will always be a part of me, so I felt inclined to let you know my 
accomplishments since I left. I know you and my other teachers will be proud considering  
you all moulded me into who I am today. My success is the school’s success
Former Pupil 
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All our recent inspection reports have made 
particular reference to our girls’ outstanding 
personal qualities, and it is these qualities that 
we feel are the most valuable legacy of a St 
Margaret’s School education. 

On their journey with us, our girls will have been 
part of a large, welcoming family and gained 
qualifications and life skills that are likely to 
have exceeded their parents’ expectations. 
They will also have been given the opportunity 
and the encouragement to take part in exciting 

new experiences, both in and out of the 
classroom and, just as importantly, will have 
been truly valued for their unique personalities 
throughout that time.

The reason our girls do so well at St Margaret’s 
School both in terms of results and personal 
development is because they are all closely 
supported throughout these vital years – the 
years that make them who they are in the 
future. And how do we know this? Because 
they are the ones that tell us. 

What Makes a St Margaret’s Girl?



St Margaret’s School is located in the leafy, 
exclusive, residential part of Hampstead, North 
London. Many girls walk to school, but there 
are numerous transport links close by.

Where To Find Us

If you are interested in a place for your daughter 
at St Margaret’s School, contact the school 
office and we will set up an appointment for 
you to visit. When it comes to choosing future 
students, girls are assessed using a variety of 
methods that are appropriate to their age at 
the time of application. Entry to St Margaret’s 
School is selective, but not overly competitive. 
However, all girls should have achieved the 
expected National Curriculum level for their age.

How To Apply

  Pupils are highly self-disciplined, 
and their personal development is 
characterised by excellent standards  
of behaviour and respect
ISI Inspection Report, June 2022 
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St Margaret’s School
18 Kidderpore Gardens
Hampstead
London NW3 7SR

Telephone: 020 7435 2439
Email: enquiry@st-margarets.co.uk
Website: st-margarets.co.uk
Instagram: stm1884
Facebook: st margaret’s hampstead


