
Monday 28th October 
Mrs Bekiari, mother of Melina in Year 
1, spoke to the senior girls about 
architecture, and in particular which 
qualities are evident in those who 
successfully pursue this career. As 
a backdrop, she used the work of 
celebrated Iraqi-British architect Zaha 
Hadid, someone who also had to 
overcome the added challenge of failing 
to be a man (in an industry dominated, at 
the top at least, by men). She described 
the delicate balance between aesthetic 
inspiration and the client’s basic needs. 
Just as Philippe Starck once produced 
a kettle which famously carried the 
caveat “Not to be used with hot liquids”, 
so a beautiful building that does not 
satisfy the brief of the user is not going 
to be considered a success, except as 
something to ogle from a distance, and 
best from the outside, like Las Vegas. 
The assembly was adeptly compiled to 
both inspire the girls, demystify some of 
the thoughts they may have had about 
what it takes to become an architect, and 
also encourage them to look at buildings 
again through fresh eyes.

After Mrs Bekiari’s talk, Lilah from Year 
7 presented a prize to the girls judged to 
have had the best recycled or revamped 
costume. As I have said before, young 
people are far ahead of my generation 
in recognising the role individuals play 
in contributing to landfill, unnecessary 
waste and so on. How great that a Year 
7 pupil should take it upon herself to run 
a competition, with a prize supplied by 
herself, to encourage girls not to buy new 
costumes for Hallowe’en but rather to 
adapt what they have?

The time when recycling was at its 
most vivid for most Brits was during 
the last war, and later that morning, 
Year 6, Mrs Williams and myself joined 
the Remembrance Service at West 
Hampstead Ceremony, always a moving 
occasion. 

Wednesday 13th November 
The waters of the Welsh Harp were 
still, my friends, disturbed only by the 
occasional speculative seagull swoop, 
until about 2:15pm, at which point the 
boats of Year 9, Year 10 (x 2), and the 

Staff, pierced the veneer of tranquillity, 
dropped oars, and prepared for aquatic 
battle. Following a period of instability 
in the staff craft this time last year, we 
came a rather feeble third. So this year 
the team talk was fairly straightforward 
– try not to fall out of your seat. As the 
starting horn sounded, it looked like it 
might be a repeat of last year’s fiasco, as 
one of the Year 10 boats quickly locked 
oars with the staff vessel, causing both to 
engage in a brief watery skirmish before 
untangling, too late. Year 9 meanwhile 
stormed ahead, marking their debut 
with a convincing victory in this, the 
first heat. However, a combination of 
brawn, wisdom and insane competitive 
determination, was all the staff needed 
to row the following three legs as though 
their careers depended on it (which was 
only an idle threat – I didn’t really mean 
it). As I summed up in my magnanimous 
victory speech afterwards, an homage to 
Charles Dickens, well known for his love 
of rowing (probably): “it was the best of 
teams, it was the worst of teams”. 

Thursday 14th November 
Before she became a teacher and began 
helping out with our maths lessons at 
St Margaret’s, Marie Rossi completed 
an MBA at Harvard University, grabbed 
the Elnett and some shoulder pads, 
and began a successful career on Wall 
Street, then later in the City of London). 
Aside from her history and haircuts, 
there were two main other parts to 
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Coming up...

Tuesday 26th November 
Year 10 and Year 11 Half 
Day Study Skills Workshop - 
CANCELLED

Wednesday 27th November 
Junior Choir at Spring Grove

Year 8  and Orchestra at St Luke’s 
Church

Year 10 to Year 11 GCSE Drama 
Trip to Hampstead Theatre.

Thursday 28th November 
NSPCC Sponsored Event at West 
Heath

Tuesday 3rd December 
Reception Nativity Play to parents 
at 2.40pm

Wednesday 4th December 
Wigmore Hall Trip - Year 4 and 
Year 5

Thursday 5th December 
Year 1 Nativity Play to parents at 
2.40pm 

Senior Theatre Club - Noises Off 
at the Garrick Theatre - 7.30pm
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Marie’s talk to our Senior girls. Firstly, 
she explained that the skill-set required 
to be a successful investor or investment 
banker is not so very complicated: a 
reasonable grasp of basic maths/ability 
to use a spreadsheet; the ability to do 
research; and the capacity to judge 
objectively whether to take a punt on 
something. Her final section used Apple, 
and in particular the point at which they 
were about to launch the expensive 
iPod, into a market already populated by 
other portable music players, to discuss 
whether, when presented with this 
investment opportunity, the girls would 
have looked at this sleek but pricey 
machine and thought “this is the future, 
and I want one”, or alternatively, “No 
way! If I have to put money into anything, 
it’s 3-D TV for me. Apple Inc is only going 
in one direction…(hmm, good name for a 
band…)”.

Friday 15th November 
Miss Treagus’ assembly was on a topic 
that is a key issue in schools today. Here 
is her summary:

Last week I attended a course on Healthy 
Minds: The F words: Fear, Futility, Failure. 
One of the key speakers was the Head 
Mistress of Lady Eleanor Holles School.  

The focus of the conference was on 
allowing our children to build their own 
resilience and self-confidence when 
things go wrong. This can be applied both 
academically and socially. 

We as parents, are vital in supporting 
our children.  It goes without saying that 
we are desperate to protect them and to 
ensure that they are happy and safe.  But, 
despite the best intentions, protecting 
our children is not the key to ensuring 
that they stay mentally healthy.

Any parent or self-respecting teacher of 
little children will be more than familiar 
with Michael Rosen’s ‘We’re Going On A 
Bear Hunt’. The title alone will conjure 
images of long, wavy grass, deep, cold 
rivers, of thick, oozy mud and, of course, 
the BEAR!  But this adventure is more 
than a well-loved picture book. It has 
a very strong message for us as we 
prepare children for the challenges of 
adult life, ‘We can’t go over it. We can’t 
go under it.’ Our children cannot bypass 
experiences and become devoid of 
challenging circumstance.  ‘We have to 

go through it.’  Experiencing emotions 
as a child gives us the tools to learn how 
to deal with them as a teenager or adult.  
Having said that, experience alone is not 
enough…

Talk is a vital component for ensuring 
that we stay mentally well.  Talk is a 
significant tool used to combat the 
trickiest of times, but we must be 
proactive rather than reactive. When   
we ask our children how their day was, 
do we give them the same amount of our 
attention when we listen to the positive 
news as we do to the negative? We 
should allow things to go wrong without 
jumping in with an immediate solution. 
Without failure there can be no success 
as failure allows children to understand 
how or when to do things differently. 

Our children will encounter tough times. 
Our job is to ensure that they have 
strength and the strategies to overcome 
these challenges. Allow them the 
opportunity and experience to fend for 
themselves. 

As Helen Keller said “The one thing worse 
than being blind is sight without vision.”

Monday 18th November 
I was up bright and early for the start of 
the annual Girls’ Schools’ Association 
Conference in Bristol. The President 
this year is the wonderful Sue Hincks 
from Bolton School, who, in this nautical 
city, managed to carefully navigate her 
speech along the fine course between 
the surging swells of inspiration, and the 
choppy waters of preachy-ness. Her main 
message was that as adults we have a 
tendency to tut-tut at the macro, and 
ignore the micro. A case in point was 
that worldwide we collectively spend 
$18bn on cosmetics annually, while the 
cost of wiping out famine globally is put 
at $19bn. “Not guilty m’Lady. You won’t 
find me spending money on frivolous 
products” I thought smugly to myself, as 
I looked up the weather in Zanzibar on 
my Apple Watch while surreptitiously 
removing the packaging from my shrink-
wrapped satsuma. 

Next up was yachtswoman Tracy 
Edwards, who gave a fantastic talk 
about her quest, ultimately successful, 
to take part in the Whitbread round 
the world race with an all-female crew. 
After being suspended from school 26 

times, Tracy’s Headteacher finally gave 
up on her on the 27th occasion and she 
found herself adrift, at least in terms of 
career direction. However, her instinctive 
resistance to being told what she could 
and couldn’t do was what galvanised her 
to eventually obtain the funding for her 
multiple-pun-laden boat named Maiden, 
and put together her crew. The story is 
definitely worth two hours of anyone’s 
time, and can be seen conveniently in her 
new film named after her boat.

She described a pivotal moment when 
someone asked her “why (she was) being 
a bystander in her own life?”, words 
which had a huge impact on her attitude 
and subsequent success. 

Tuesday 19th November 
As I was remarking to some parents 
the other night, from time to time 
as a teacher you can say something 
such as the above, and its impact or 
consequences can be profound. Turning 
this around, one problem with being a 
pupil is that while you may well attend 
a lesson that contains a remark which 
changes the course of your life, you 
don’t know in advance which lesson it is 
going to be, but you still have to attend 
them all. On a much smaller scale, the 
same is true of conference talks and 
workshops. I attend many but never 
know which one is going to contain 
something fruitful. I can’t say anything I 
learned is likely to change the course of 
my life or St Margaret’s School, though 
I did make a lot of notes as many things 
captured my imagination, ranging from 
the Headmistress who includes a regular 
newsletter column called ‘Fake News’ 
to address unsubstantiated rumours, 
to the interesting political analysis as 
to how private schools may be affected 
by different potential governments 
following December 13th (the answer to 
which could be “very much”). However, 
as with almost every year, the most 
profound sentiment I felt heading back 
on the train, and thinking back on my 
conversations with Heads of schools of all 
sizes, levels of poshness, and selectivity, 
was gratitude for my lot. 

Mark Webster 
Principal  
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Parents’ and Carers’ Section

Explorers’ Club – 3rd and 10th December 
The next pair of Explorers’ Club sessions will take place from 
3:20pm to 3:55pm on the above dates. The theme will be 
Microcosmos. We will be looking at the world of the very small, 
using microscopes and images to delve into the seldom seen 
world. There will be no chocolate, but there should be some 
intellectual nourishment. Please sign up through the school 
website (Club Letters and Bookings).

Emergency email reminder 
This is just a reminder for parents that should they find 
themselves in a situation out of hours in which they urgently 
need to contact the school, emailing emergency@st-margarets.
co.uk will send a message to all the members of the Leadership 
Team. Please note that this is provided for emergencies only. 

Partnerships  
Parents may not be aware that almost every private school 
operating as a charity will be engaged in partnership activities 
with maintained schools. At St Margaret’s we work primarily 
with nearby St Luke’s School. Our joint choir was recently 
featured in the ISC’s (Independent Schools’ Council, which 
represents Britain’s private schools) partnership highlights, 
and the children have been invited to perform for the All-Party 
group of MPs with an interest in independent education next 
year. However, the partnership has been going for several years 
and has included in the past everything from French Mornings 
to Ukulele Workshops.

A Message from the local Police Liaison Officer regarding 
their annual Christmas Tree Appeal 
The annual Christmas Tree Appeal ensures thousands of 
children across London receive gifts that they may not 
otherwise have.

For details visit: www.met.police.uk/christmastree

All donated gifts will be given to children aged from one-week 
to 17-years-old. These children are currently being cared 
for by foster parents, in residential care homes, in refuges, 
in hospitals, or are children from low-income families. The 
Deadline is Friday 6th December

If you wish to donate an unwrapped present can be dropped off 
at the front office at Kentish Town or Islington police station.

With thanks, Tracy Sadler PC2409CN, Safer Schools Officer

Great British Bake Off 
We received an email inviting applications from anyone 
interested in taking part in next year’s series. If you’re at all 
interested, even just tentatively, please email the school for 
further details.


