
St Margaret’s News
18th October 2019 18 Kidderpore Gardens, London NW3 7SR

Web Blog − 7th to 18th  

October 2019
Coming up...

Monday 21st to Friday 25th 
October 
HALF TERM 
 
Monday 28th to Thursday  
31st October 
Junior School Parent Meetings

Friday 31st October 
FoSM Halloween MUFTI DAY 
(please bring in nut free cakes for 
a cake sale) 

Friday 1st November 
GRAND OPENING of the Science 
Laboratory and Royal Tollgate 
Classrooms.  
(This is a catered event, so kindly 
RSVP if you are able to attend)

Monday 4th November 
Museum of London Trip - Year 4 

Wednesday 6th November 
New Parents’ Informal Drinks - 
4.00pm to 5.00pm

Thursday 7th November 
Morning and Evening Open 
Sessions for prospective and 
current parents 
 

Monday 7th October 
Continuing our look at Black History 
Month during Senior Assembly this 
morning, I began with a poem by 
Benjamin Zephaniah called ‘The British’. 

The poem takes a wry look at the long 
list of the peoples that have migrated to 
this rainy island and become part of our 
shared story, starting with the Picts and 
the Celts, leading up to the present day 
multicultural smorgasbord that is modern 
Britain. Most of us have at least some 
of our roots overseas. Although I think 
of myself as being ‘typically British’ (i.e. 
awkward, apologetic, that sort of thing), 
my grandfather was in fact Australian, 
(and so I suppose in that respect I really 
am typically British). “When you think of 
the word ‘British’, do you see me as being 
more like James Bond or Stephen Fry?” I 
asked my wife. “Neither really captures 
you” she replied, generously.  

Returning to the poem, Benjamin 
describes the various peoples as 
ingredients for a dish, culminating with 
some words of warning. “Note: All 
the ingredients are equally important. 
Treating one ingredient better than 
another will leave a bitter unpleasant 
taste. An unequal spread of justice will 
damage the people and cause pain. Give 
justice and equality to all.” 

This not very disguised reference to the 
consequences of prejudice, neatly led to 
a brief introduction to the story of the 
HMT Empire Windrush, and the early 
disparity between how those who sailed 
on it expected to be received, and what 
the early experiences for some of them 
were actually like. 

I showed the girls the infamous Bed and 
Breakfast signs from the 50s and 60s 
outlining those who need not apply for 
a room. For the girls such a notice is an 
archaic relic of yesterday’s backward 
thinkers, but the creeping normalisation 
of boneheaded attitudes towards 
minorities is one reason why Black 
History month and other celebrations of 
diversity continue to be important. 

To round off the assembly, I talked about 
some of the less obvious influences from 
immigration, including the Caribbean 

influence on the MLE (multicultural 
London ethnic) accent, also known as 
‘Jafaican’. I also asked the girls what 
negative stereotypes Americans might 
have had in years gone by about British 
people. Thinking that the volunteered 
answer would be “bland food”, I was 
ready to point out that, thanks to waves 
of immigrant chefs bringing their cuisine 
with them, bland food was no longer 
a valid stereotype. However, the first 
answer that came back was  “our bad 
teeth”.

Tuesday 8th October 
It was the turn of Year 9 to present to 
the girls, and they chose an interesting 
theme of ‘Forgotten Women’, famous 
women who have achieved something 
significant, but who have not received 
the recognition and acclaim they might 
have. They began with Alice Coachman. 
“Alice who?”, I hear you say. Well, that’s 
the point. Few have heard of Alice but 
she was the first black female gold 
medallist, winning the high jump in 
1948, leaping over a bar set at roughly 
my height (though that comparison 
perhaps doesn’t flatter her). One of 
most interesting to me was Margaret 
Hamilton, whose story I knew without 
knowing it belonged to Margaret 
Hamilton. It was her preparation of 
a safety display system to be more 
intuitively helpful that quite possibly 
saved the Apollo 11 ‘first man on the 
moon’ mission. Although men are no 
more from Mars than women are from 
Venus, thanks to small differences, 
whether biological or in upbringing, men 
and women do seem to sometimes look 
at the same scene differently. Margaret 
had realised that the computer needed 
to interrupt its normal displays in the 
event of an emergency situation, rather 
like my wife when she kicks me under the 
table at a dinner party.

Wednesday 9th October 
Although I am good at attending the 
GSA’s (Girls’ Schools’ Association) 
Annual conference each year, and 
quite good about attending the London 
region’s termly meetings, when it 
comes to volunteering for their various 
committees, I always seem to have 
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dropped my pen on the floor at the 
critical moment. So, resolving to do 
better, this morning saw my debut at the 
organisation’s Professional Development 
Committee. When the vacancy arose 
a few months ago I thought to myself, 
Webster, it is time to put your hat in the 
ring and give them the benefit of your 
superlative wisdom and insight. 

The venue was the Independent 
Schools’ Association offices very close to 
Westminster, and the walk from the tube 
station took me through the tent city 
that is the Extinction Rebellion protest 
sit-in. More on that in a moment.

Having introduced ourselves at the 
meeting, the Chair opened up with 
the first item of business, which was 
to announce the disbanding of the 
committee…

“Probably just a coincidence”, said my 
wife and older son, and then smiled at 
each other for some reason?

Thursday 10th October 
Aayat from Year 9 had asked if she could 
run this morning’s assembly on Climate 
Change. She talked to the girls about the 
science behind climate change, and the 
forecast consequences of a failure to 
act. The girls were highly attentive and 
supportive, and Aayat did a good job 
of presenting the material pithily and 
efficiently. 

In my ‘thanking and summing up’ post-
presentation message to the girls, I noted 
that “we adults usually think we know 
best because we have more knowledge 
and experience than you young people, 
and that’s because we usually have more 
knowledge and experience than you 
young people, but on this one, I feel it 
is my generation that is catching up”. 
Which I do. 

However, regardless of the (not very 
two sided) arguments between climate 

change scientists, Aayat’s basic message, 
that it is in everyone’s interests to 
do their bit to minimise waste, and 
to reduce our habit of single use 
consumption, whether this be Boris 
Johnson and a coffee cup, or buying 
a top from Primark to be worn twice 
before being binned, is surely a win-win, 
wherever you stand on climate change.

Friday 11th October 
With the Harvest Festival coming 
up next week, Ms Treagus spoke to 
the Junior girls about sharing. She 
pretended to have skipped breakfast and 
shoved a banana in her mouth, before 
apologetically offering some to the girls. 
Mia accepted and was presented with 
the skin, which she declined. Fussy or 
what.  

She then told the story of the ‘Widow’s 
gift’, in which lots of people pay homage 
to the Buddha with extravagant offerings, 
but the penniless widow gives him a 
pomegranate, and he gratefully accepts 
it as the greatest gift of all. This reminded 
me of something I mentioned in a recent 
assembly about Bill Gates, as described in 
the last newsletter. I am always genuinely 
grateful for every Christmas present, 
Easter egg or other kind gesture, but one 
that meant a lot came from a former 
pupil with an apposite name, Swati, who 
saved up for three weeks to buy me a 
Twix. 

Thursday 17th October 
Two speakers from the charity Shelter 
came in this morning to explain to the 
girls what Shelter does, and how a 
person ends up living on the streets. 
Although it is true that a small minority 
of people perhaps do choose to sleep 
rough, I remember very vividly my old 
maths teacher spending a rough night 
for charity in an expensive sleeping bag 
within a cardboard box on what was a 
very cold but not freezing evening.          

The following morning there was no 
hint of this being an interesting let alone 
enjoyable experience. “Nobody would 
choose to sleep rough if they could avoid 
it”, he said, clearly shaken. The speakers 
described a typical circumstance for one 
of their clients, someone living in an 
overcrowded household with a parent 
who cannot cope, relations breaking 
down, the result being they have to move 
out. Eventually friends grow weary of 
this person, however amiable, sleeping 
on the sofa, and when friends have been 
replaced by acquaintances, and the 
acquaintances dry up, unless they have 
a steady income, the only other option is 
the street. What is often shocking is how 
few the steps are before it gets to this 
stage.

And finally, Friday 18th October 
This week saw the first lessons in 
our new building. There is a time-
lapse recording which shows the old 
classrooms still standing at the end 
of July, as it took the first 3 weeks to 
prepare the structures for removal, so 
the demolition, installation and kitting 
out the new rooms has all happened in 
under three months. 

I would like to thank Sarah Treagus and 
Matt Brown for somehow creating a 
working timetable covering lessons 
and break-times, an achievement like 
solving a Rubik’s Cube with one hand, 
and my colleagues for their patience and 
flexibility. And of course our wonderful 
girls, for keeping us all cheerful. 

Most of all I would like to thank Sam 
Beschizza, our Bursar. She has a keen 
eye for attention to detail, and high 
expectations. I am not sure who is 
happier, she to say goodbye to the 
builders, or the builders to say goodbye 
to her.

Mark Webster 
Principal  

Parents’ and Carers’ Section

Breaktime Snacks 
This is just a gentle reminder to parents that break time snacks 
should be fruit, cheese or a reasonably healthy option. Girls 
may not bring in sweets, crisps, cakes or chocolate as break 
time snacks. 

Hallowe’en Party 
This is a reminder that the Friends of St Margaret’s Hallowe’en 
celebrations will take place on October 31st. The girls may come 
in wearing Hallowe’en costumes, and there will be an extended 
break. We ask the girls to bring in cakes, spooky or otherwise, 
for the morning break cake sale, with proceeds to go to the 
Friends of St Margaret’s. 



The Governors and Staff  
of St Margaret's School  
cordially invite you to

for the Grand Opening of the  
new Science Laboratory and  
Royal Tollgate Classrooms

Friday 1st November 2019  
at 3.30pm for  

Drinks and Canapés 

Ribbon Cut ting  
Ceremony

Please RSVP askelton@st-margarets.co.uk  
by Friday 25th October 2019
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Parents’ and Carers’ Section (cont.)

Walking for Water 
Poppy in Year 7 recently walked 15 miles to raise money for 
Walk for Water, a charity which aims to provide clean water in 
developing nations. In a very touching gesture following a last-
minute injury to her walking partner, her classmate Sofie very 
kindly agreed to accompany her. Given that 15 miles is slightly 
longer than the walk from Kidderpore Gardens to Croydon, this 
was a great achievement by the girls. Poppy has very nearly 
reached her £400 target, but if any parents would like to help 
see her over the line, here is a link for donations.

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/4thstalbans 

Environmentally Healthy Ways of Getting to School  
(and potentially saving you time) 
We were visited during the week by two local mums who have 
been working very hard to develop more environmentally 
friendly (and healthy) ways of getting to school. The aim is to 
reduce the amount of car traffic and ensuing air pollution in 
the area. Long-standing parents will be aware that the school is 
committed a lot of time and energy into this, receiving our gold 
award from Transport for London for our efforts.

Parents may be interested in a fledgling bus service which 
operates three routes in the area. Go to www.zeelo.co/rides/
nw3-schools for more details.

You may also be interested in Homerun, a school run sharing 
app which allows parents to get in touch with others nearby 
with a view to sharing the school run and halving the number of 
cars in the process.

Harvest Festival 
Thank you to everyone who bought in goods today for the 
Harvest Festival. All your donations will be very gratefully 
received.


