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Coming up...

Monday 17th to Friday  
21st February 
HALF TERM

Wednesday 26th February 
Parents’ Evening - Year 8

Thursday 27th February 
RAF Museum Trip - Year 4

Tuesday 3rd  March 
GCSE Spanish Study Day at the 
BFI Southbank - Year 10

Wednesday 4th March 
Junior School Open Classroom 
- 8.00am to 8.25am

Sixth Form talk to Year 10 
Parents - 5.00pm to 6.00pm

Thursday 5th March 
WORLD BOOK DAY - MUFTI 
DAY

Monday 3rd February 
Ms Treagus hosted this morning’s 
assembly which featured the letter ‘O’ 
from our wellbeing acronym, PROSPER. 
The ‘O’ refers to the word Optimism, and 
for the third time this academic year it 
was quote machine, saviour of Britain, 
and early onesie champion Winston 
Churchill who supplied the starting 
point: “The pessimist sees difficulties 
in every opportunity. The optimist sees 
opportunities in every difficulty.” 
Long before the Growth Mindset was 
codified as a concept by Carol Dweck, 
Churchill  embodied its principles, 
making lots of mistakes but learning 
from them. Remembering that the road 
to success is laden with potholes, is 
an important lesson for the girl going 
places, the Bishop’s Avenue being both a 
metaphorical and literal representation 
of this, if you have ever had the 
misfortune to cycle down it. 
There is a balance of course. Ambition 
without a plan or particular reason 
to conclude it is going to be fulfilled, 
can lead to many a futile dream being 
pursued in vain. But this is not to say 
that the journey is worthless, and if a 
true measure of success is whether you 
are mostly happy most of the time, then 
pursuing a futile dream, but enjoying the 
pursuit, is not at all bad. It only becomes 
bad if the journey is not enjoyable and 
at this point, a contrasting quote by the 
Hollywood legend WC Fields might be 
worth thinking about: “If at first you 
don’t succeed, try, try again, but then 
give up – there’s no sense in being a fool 
about it”.
Wednesday 5th February 
Ms Hickey and our two Belgian exchange 
students accompanied our cross country 
team to Wormwood Scrubs for their 
annual cross-country competition. While 
St M’s girls were not among the winners, 
the girls performed admirably, and I 
understand they enjoyed themselves a 
lot, which, in line with the point above,  
is the, um, point. 
Thursday 6th February 
I began Senior Assembly with a recap of 
previous ‘Words of the Week’, including 
ambivalent and superfluous, immediately 

helping the girls to a pithy summary of 
their feelings towards my assemblies. I 
then added to these by talking about the 
meaning and value of this week’s word, 
‘Juxtaposition’. While many of the girls 
already knew what Juxtaposition meant, 
what we explored was how a well-placed 
juxtaposition can lead to a whole that is 
greater than the sum of the parts. “Some 
of the most revered paintings including 
Mona Lisa benefited from a good 
juxtaposition, in her case the mysterious 
background”, noted my wife. “Yes, 
like salt and caramel”, I replied, with 
erudition appropriate to my level.  
Friday 7th February 
Miss Treagus gave some girls in the 
Junior School congratulatory cards, 
which launched a discussion on the 
relative impact of receiving a card versus 
receiving a text message or some other 
gesture of acknowledgement. The girls 
universally said that they felt something 
special upon receiving a card, and 
identified this as being down to the time 
and effort someone would have had to 
take. I think this is an important point. 
Time and effort are not only a statement 
but also an investment, and though 
clicking ‘like’ is better than not clicking 
like as a message of support, it’s not 
much better.  
Monday 10th February 
Turning to the letter ‘S’ from Ms Treagus’ 
PROSPER acronym, today for our 
Whole School Assembly, we looked at 
‘Strengths’. 
There is an oft-quoted ratio that if 
you are a manager about to dish out 
some criticism, you will need to offset 
this with five compliments to stop the 
recipient wallowing in a sea of despair. 
Or something like that. The ratio is a bit 
different when it comes to ourselves. 
Although I have recently enjoyed some 
success in putting up a picture hook, 
happily an image that has not ended 
up being shared on social media (as 
has happened to some of my other 
efforts at Webster Towers), I explained 
to the girls that I have generally low 
self-esteem when it comes to DIY. But 
in truth I haven’t had a lot of practice 
at DIY, and try to rush it because I 
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find the experience unrewarding, 
and consequently I see myself as 
‘bad at DIY’. Really I just have a fixed 
mindset, prompted by the unfavourable 
juxtaposition of my expectations versus 
the disappointing results. 
Tuesday 11th February 
This afternoon I headed to the House of 
Commons where a group of MPs were 
meeting with esteemed Heads, and 
myself, to celebrate the many ways in 
which Independent Schools work in close 
partnership with maintained schools. Not 
present were a former pupil of mine who 
is not an especially staunch supporter 
of independent schools (perhaps it was 
my teaching?) and someone I was at 
school with who is similarly ambivalent 
about the independent sector. This was a 
shame, as there are literally thousands of 
initiatives to celebrate between private 
and state schools. 

St Margaret’s, for example, enjoys a joint 
choir with St Luke’s School and we also 
invite them to work with professional 
orchestral musicians as part of the Apollo 
Music Project. As fellow musicians Hot 
Chocolate used to sing, “Everyone’s a 
winner”. 
Thursday 13th February 
We were very fortunate this morning to 
welcome Dr Diana Rottger, a computer 
scientist specialising in medical imaging 
techniques, who spoke to the Senior girls 
about her career to date, from initial 
interest in solving puzzles and problems, 
to her work today presenting her ideas 
around the world. It was a fascinating 
and inspiring talk from someone who 
was the antithesis of the stereotype for 
this industry. 
Mark Webster 
Principal  

Parents’ and Carers’ Section

Absence Email 
Later on this term all parents will receive a letter outlining 
their daughter’s attendance record for the year so far, and 
a projection of how much school she would miss if this was 
replicated every year. Clearly only an individual parent will know 
the story behind each absence, and in nearly all cases absences 
are both understandable and reasonable. Primarily the point of 
the exercise is to communicate how absences aggregate over 
time, and are often, unsurprisingly, correlated with academic 
performance.

World Book Day  
We are expanding our book collections and distributing books 
around the school in the form of ‘book nooks’, bookshelves 
with seating areas (such as the one in the Hall near the front 
door). This year, for our World Book Day, what we would very 
much like is for every girl and teacher to donate a copy of 
their favourite book, inscribed with their name, so that we can 
include this in the school’s collection. 

Year 8 Parents 
Your daughter’s Form Tutor, Mr Stephenson, is currently 
teaching extra lessons as a result of greater demand for 
Further Mathematics, a popular extra GCSE for our more able 
mathematicians. In order to alleviate some of the pressure on 
him, Mrs Korn has kindly agreed to take over some of his form 
tutoring responsibilities. To this end, if you have any issues 
that you would normally have approached Mr Stephenson 
about, please could you instead contact Mrs Korn (hkorn@
st-margarets.co.uk). In addition, she has asked me to ask you 

to encourage your girls to put away their mobile phones after 
7.30pm in the evenings. If this was collectively implemented, it 
might reduce the girls’ ‘fear of missing out’ and make for a more 
relaxed, purposeful evening. 

Park Run 
Just a reminder to parents that on behalf of the Girls’ Schools’ 
Association, we are encouraging girls to take part in the Park 
Run local to them next month (March). For any parents who 
have not come across Park Run, it is a highly inclusive and 
enjoyable way to spend 30 minutes on a Saturday morning.

Friday Snack Bar Opening 
There will be a return of the snack bar on Fridays at first 
break open to all students. It is being run by Ruby and Lexie in 
Year 10 and all the profits will go towards the Girls’ Network 
Charity supporting deprived girls in London with education and 
opportunities.   
They will be selling a variety of healthy snacks with prices 
starting from £1.00, so please remind your daughters to bring  
in some money on a Friday (starting after half term) if they wish 
to buy a break-time snack.
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Quiz & Auction Night – 25 Feb @ 6.30pm 

Tickets on sale Friday, 5th February – £10 per person 

Reserve tickets by emailing bursar@st-margarets.co.uk 

Supper Quiz and Auction Night

Thursday 14th May 2020 

Doors open at 5.30pm 

Buffet served at 6.00pm  Quiz starts at 7.00pm

£15.00 per person including dinner

Drinks available to purchase on the night  
 

Places are limited - SO BE QUICK!

To reserve your tickets please email:  

bursar@st-margarets.co.uk

Tickets on sale NOW! 

cost of tickets added to your end of term invoice

Friends of St Margaret’s presents

ST MARGARET'S AND FOREST SCHOOL ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE AN
Easter Holiday Clubfor Reception to Year 6
Monday 30th MARch to Friday 3rd April9.00am to 4.00pm 

cost is 45.00 per day AVAILABLE FOR THE FULL WEEK OR INDIVIDUAL DAyS ALSO OPEN TO SIBLINGS AND FRIENDS 
join us for A fun packed week 

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED FOR THE FULL TIMETABLE 

All reservations to be made via this Link:https://forms.gle/aXn4sDN4Qb1mCqcV7please complete by friday 28th february 2020

there are only 20 spaces available strictly first come first servedThe minimum requirement to run the Easter Holiday Club is 6 spaces. Subject to cancellation.


