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Coming up...

Monday 11th November 
London Symphony Orchestra at 
the Barbican trip - Year 1 to Year 2

Wednesday 13th November 
Year 7 Parents’ Evening - 4.15pm 
to 6.30pm

Thursday 14th November 
NSPCC Assembly and Workshop

Friday 15th November 
CHILDREN IN NEED MUFTI DAY

Tuesday 19th November 
Second Hand Uniform Sale - 
3.00pm

Wednesday 20th November 
Year 10 Parents’ Evening - 4.15pm 
to 6.30pm

Thursday 21st November 
Parent Rep Meeting - 8.00am

Friday 22nd November 
Teatime Concert (by invitation) 
4.00pm to 5.00pm 

Monday 28th October 
For the first assembly back after the half 
term break, it seemed fitting, as we had 
just moved into the new building, for 
architecture to be our theme. As always, 
we began with this week’s thought, 
which was “The sun never knew how 
great it was, until it hit the side of a 
building”. 

Though this can be interpreted in more 
than one way, for me it is a metaphor 
for the idea that we are not always 
aware of what we are good at, until 
the circumstances arrive that allow 
you to shine, a point my wife has yet to 
appreciate regarding my recent uptake of 
the didgeridoo. 

I then went on to show the girls 
photographs of famous buildings from 
the London skyline. Many of our most 
iconic new structures are better known 
by their nickname than their official 
address. We began with a slightly 
obscure example, One Blackfriars, also 
known as ‘The Boomerang’, ‘The Tummy’ 
and ‘The Pregnant Woman’. Next we 
moved onto more familiar examples such 
as The Shard, The Gherkin, The Cheese 
Grater and The Walkie-Talkie. As a design 
I have grown fond of the latter, but less 
so the nickname. Where do you find 
walkie-talkies that look like that? The 
Pyongyang branch of Argos?  

The girls recognised every building 
except for City Hall, and fared even 
better when we moved overseas to look 
at structures ancient and modern, from 
the Sphinx and the Pyramids, to Gaudi’s 
unfinished masterpiece, the Sagrada 
Familia. We finished off by looking 
at some fascinating contemporary 
structures culminating in a local one, 
Hampstead’s Isokon building, once home 
to the legendary Bauhaus founder Walter 
Gropius. 

Thursday 31st October 
Put to a vote, it seems unlikely that the 
girls deciding which ‘things from today I 
would like to experience again’ would be 
my fascinating assembly on the strengths 
and weaknesses of democracy. No, more 
likely it would be the rather the fantastic 
Hallowe’en party put on by the Friends 

of St Margaret’s. Beany Elarte and her 
wonderful team dressed up the school 
spooky-style, and as all the vampires, 
zombies and other scary creatures 
(which included a GCSE maths exam and 
a jar of mustard) emerged into the hall, 
they were greeted by a sea of ghoulish-
themed edibles, nail painting bars, and 
other Hallowe’en activities, through 
which the Friends raised an impressive 
£407.00.

In the aforementioned assembly I had 
outlined to the Senior girls some of the 
reasons democracy is prized, but also 
its vagaries and idiosyncrasies, including 
the tendency for people to occasionally 
vote for authoritarian leaders, a 
strongman who will stand up and fight 
the oppressive forces of liberalism on 
their behalf, with the courage of a lion 
and determination of an ox, bone spurs 
notwithstanding. 

We watched a cartoon featuring two 
ordinary chaps, one of whom says 
“I don’t do politics”. Following this 
he encounters a series of everyday 
irritations, from pub closing time to 
potholes in the road, but as he starts to 
moan about each, his friend points out 
to him that “as (he) doesn’t do politics, 
he cannot justifiably complain, as all of 
these are subject to politics”. 

Friday 1st November  
The big event of the week was the 
opening of the new building in the 
garden. In less than 3 months from the 
demolition of the old rooms, the keys 
to our Bauhaus-esque new space were 
handed over. Just after 3:30pm we were 
joined by Dame Esther Rantzen, 
who had kindly agreed to cut the 
ceremonial ribbon and declare the 
building open. Dame Esther had 
clearly done this before, and was 
soon simultaneously entertaining 
the crowd and coordinating the 
proceedings. 

Once inside I spoke to the 
assembled parents, reminding 
them of Dame Esther’s 
exceptional contribution to 
welfare in this country through 
Childline and, more recently, 
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Silverline. Up to 2500 children can 
speak to a Childline volunteer each day, 
but incredibly on its first weekend an 
extraordinary 1m children tried to get 
through. Silverline operates in a similar 
way, providing a voice at the other end 
for elderly callers, all with a need of some 
sort, whether it be seeking advice, or just 
simply someone to talk to. 

We launched 135 balloons filled with 
helium, each tagged with a return 
address, and an opportunity to win a 
prize for the one reported as travelling 
the furthest. Not all of them made it 
past the tree in the playground, but hey, 
‘That’s life’ (hoho).

Monday 4th November 
Just before half-term Year 9 had visited 
three venues to drop off the school’s 
Harvest Festival donations, and this 
morning they reported back. Some 
had visited an animal rescue centre in 
Watford, and described how the staff 
keep the animals well looked after, 
and also how they encourage potential 
adopters to see beyond the numerous 
kennels and pens, and recognise the 
individual personality of each animal. 
Another group had visited the Spring 
Grove Care Home, and we received a 
very warm email from the manager 
there complementing the girls on their 
engagement with the residents. 

The final group went to the St Mungo’s 
shelter, a house for men suffering from 

alcoholism. The aim of St Mungo’s is not 
to be a rehab centre but rather to be 
a place for the residents to safely stay 
while they try to reset their life in a more 
positive direction. 

The big thing about the respective Year 
9 class making these visits each year is 
what they get to see in the flesh. While 
we all know caring for the vulnerable, 
whether it is an abandoned greyhound 
or an older person no longer able to 
look after themselves, is a ‘good thing’, 
nothing quite beats exposure to the 
three-dimensional entity to remind you 
that the distance between a comfortable 
existence and one dependent on help is 
not such a long one. 

Thursday 7th November  
Prior to today’s two Open Sessions, 
Senior assembly concerned itself 
again with the forthcoming election. 
Rounding off something we started last 
week, I spoke to the girls about the key 

differences between the three parties. 
In terms of general policies, the big 
two are relatively easy to distinguish 
by explaining the principle of free-
market/less government versus bigger 
government/more central control. We 
didn’t ignore the elephant in the room, 
Brexit, and I gave a brief resume of three 
main positions. More interesting was a 
closer look at the main parties’ logos. The 
Conservative party’s intentions behind 
their ‘oak tree in the colours of the 
union Jack on a blue background’ do not 
require a Dan Brown book to decipher, 
but the Labour Party’s red rose is a bit 
more complex in origin, the red and the 
rose representing protest. The Liberal 
Democrats’ dove-in-flight presumably 
represents freedom and liberalism; the 
Green Party’s globe-within-a-sunflower 
is fairly self-explanatory, but the SNP’s 
requires a bit more dissection, their logo 
being a suggestion of a thistle coupled 
with the cross that appears in the middle 
of the Scottish Saltire flag. 

The most basic, but potentially the 
most effective, might be the Brexit 
Party’s, which comes into its own most 
effectively on the ballot paper. It features 
a large arrow which point exactly where 
to it wants you to put your x, ideal for 
the voter who doesn’t want to give their 
decision too much thought. I guess that’s 
called ‘knowing your demographic’. 

 Mark Webster 
Principal  

Parents’ and Carers’ Section

Children in Need 
Next Friday the school will be raising money for Children in 
Need. It will be a mufti day, and we ask girls to bring in £1.00 if 
they wish to wear casual clothes to mark the event. We are also 
fundraising in other ways. Please see the letter linked on the 
weekly mail email for more details.

IGCSEs versus GCSEs 
For some time many private schools opted to offer IGCSEs 
rather than the GCSEs taken by most schools in the country. 
The rationale was varied, but in part for some schools it was 
because there was no coursework involved for these exams, 
so they favoured a particular type of approach, and for others 
it was a perception that they carried more status than GCSEs. 
To evaluate this, OFQUAL examined GCSEs and IGCSEs and 
concluded that in fact there was no difference between them in 
terms of rigour or content.
In recent years, to counter the view that GCSEs were getting 
easier, all GCSE syllabi were revised to make GCSEs more 
challenging, and the view more recently has been a view 
that it is now IGCSEs that are seen as the soft option. Again, 
commissioned research suggests that this is also not the case. 

It is true that when choosing between high calibre candidates, 
one can end up having to resort to minute differences to make 
a distinction. However, in reality the variables that would have 
to be exhausted first before the distinction rested on exam 
type are too numerous for it to be a valid consideration, and 
so though our girls do take GCSEs rather than IGCSEs (except 
in English Language), I would not worry about any children you 
may have at schools that offer IGCSEs as this would be such 
a miniscule detail it would have no practical bearing on your 
child’s future.  

Smallpeice Trust 
The Trust’s main aim is to encourage young people to consider 
careers in STEM subjects and to this end they run numerous 
heavily subsidised courses throughout the year. Here are their 
latest offerings: 

https://smallpeicetrust.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2923
1bb22067a100fc65a0ad5&id=00785ef5bc&e=6b5e5b1cda


