
St Margaret’s News
6th March 2020 18 Kidderpore Gardens, London NW3 7SR

Important Information Coming up...

Monday 9th March 
Parents’ Meetings - Year 6

Tuesday 10th March 
Parents’ Meetings - Year 3  
and Year 5

Science Fair - Year 7

Wednesday 11th March 
Parents’ Meetings - Year 3 and 
Year 4

GCSE Talk and Parents’ Evening 
- Year 9

Thursday 12th March 
Kensington Palace Trip - Year 1

Friday 13th  March 
MUFTI DAY - RED NOSE DAY

Tuesday 17th March 
Science Museum Trip - 
Reception

Thursday 19th March 
Macbeth at the Globe - Year 10 
to Year 11  
(7.00pm performance)

Thursday 20th March 
London Transport Museum Trip 
- Year 2

Dear Parent, 
I am writing about the school’s current 
approach to the Coronavirus threat, and 
also to give you a bit more information 
about what might happen in the future.
We are following the advice of 
Public Health England very closely. 
At present this mostly extends only 
to the requirement for self-isolation 
as mentioned in previous emails, 
and recommendations for general 
risk reduction. For example, we are 
increasing our daily cleaning regime to 
include regular cleansing of commonly 
accessed surfaces such as door knobs. 
In addition, girls are being asked to 
wash their hands more regularly and 
all of those going into lunch are given 
antiseptic to rub into their hands.
We understand that antiseptic which 
includes alcohol is more effective than 
the antiseptic which does not, and so 
this is what we would like to start giving 
the girls to use. However, we appreciate 
that this would conflict potentially with 
some religious views, so if you would 
prefer your daughter not to come into 
contact with antiseptic that includes 
alcohol, please let me know and we will 
make alternative arrangements for your 
daughter.

Of course all of the above, while helping, 
is not going to eradicate the possibility 
of someone in the school contracting the 
virus and potentially passing it on. So, 
with this in mind, we have made plans 
as to how we would address a diagnosis 
within the school. We have also given 
instructions to the staff on how work 
could be set for girls to do if they are 
unable to come into school. 
At the moment schools are being advised 
against closing, to the extent that they 
may fall foul legally for so doing. That 
said, nobody can be certain how the 
situation will evolve. 
Thinking forward to the holidays at 
the end of March, families travelling to 
any of the regions or countries listed in 
Category 1 will unfortunately be required 
to self-isolate 14 days upon their return 
to England and before starting school. At 
present, visitors to Category 2 countries 
need not do this, but it is important to 
emphasise that the situation is rapidly 
evolving and should cases in these 
countries or regions continue to grow, it 
is quite likely that the government will 
change their classification, and so girls 
who have visited these regions would 
also have to self-isolate for 14 days.

Parkrun 
This is just a reminder that we are encouraging girls and parents to take part in their 
local Parkrun this month as part of a Girls’ Schools’ Association initiative. The runs are 
as competitive or relaxed as you want them to be, and open to different ages and any 
level of fitness. To find out where your local Parkrun takes place, go to: 
www.parkrun.org.uk
Year 11 Parents – VERY IMPORTANT 
Although it is unlikely and very much a last resort, the examination boards reserve 
the right to rearrange GCSE (and A level) exams up until 24th June. In the event that 
one or more examination days were heavily disrupted, in this case coronavirus being 
an obvious contemporary threat, it is possible that they might rearrange some of the 
examinations to take place after their published date. It is important to stress that this 
is very unlikely and has never happened in the 17 years since I first became involved in 
administering exams, but it is a possibility.

Introducing our new School Connect App
We understand the importance of keeping you up to date with the very latest school 
news, events and information. In addition to the wealth of information available on 
the website, we’ve just launched a new mobile App, designed to keep you connected, 
wherever you are. Please see attached for information about how to download the 
school app.
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Monday 24th February 2020 
Purpose was this week’s word from Ms 
Treagus’ well-being acronym (PROSPER), 
and today’s theme focused on why we 
do things (i.e for what purpose) and, in 
particular, the spirit in which we do them. 
Much of what you learn in school seems 
in retrospect to have limited obvious 
practical value. Few of us go round 
making small talk at dinner parties about 
how we have used quadratic equations 
lately (as I discovered to my social 
cost). However, of course this is not the 
point. You don’t only read Shakespeare 
solely to become an actor, playwright 
or an English teacher. I explained to the 
girls that while the utility of something 
is routinely measured by outcomes, 
the actual value may in fact lie in the 
process. For example, I don’t spend many 
hours shunning social norms with a view 
to becoming a monk. 
“I wish you lived in a monastery”, is 
something my wife sometimes says, 
presumably in awe of my piety, though 
she sometimes adds, “You look like a 
monk”, which I can’t explain. 
Wednesday 26th February 
For the first time since anyone can 
remember, the girls’ Year 11 netball team 
were victorious in the annual Staff versus 
Students match, played today at Stadio 
West Heath. Some of the staff finishing, 
normally so excellent, was a bit below 
par. Our star shooter, Becky Johnson, 
was not her normal ‘Magic’ Johnson 
but more ‘Boris’, but she has earned the 
right to have an off day after making the 
difference on so many occasions. 

On paper there were few differences 
between myself and the girl I was 
marking, Tati Tresidder. We both have 
an equivalent number of functioning 
limbs, but sadly the parity of those stats 
was not matched by the ones in the 
results’ book. The girls’ game plan was 
quickly simplified to ‘give it to Tati’, who 
racked up the points like Mrs Webster’s 
Selfridge’s reward card. 
Thursday 27th February  
For today’s assembly we looked at body 
image and, in particular, how one can 
be bombarded with unrealistic images 
of unattainable perfection. Many of the 
girls will have seen the famous Dove 
makeover video, showing how a face, 
even one beautified by professional make 
up artists, can still be tweaked subtly 
to turn it from startlingly glamorous 
to Helen of Troy, with a little digital 
manipulation. 
The message was not just that we should 
take such imagery with a pinch of salt, 
but also that we should be careful when 
sharing such images as we are sharing 
the quest for unicorns.
Monday 2nd March 
Nicole in Year 9 began the week by 
explaining to the girls why she had 
organised the fundraising morning for 
the Amur Leopard, which raised nearly 
£500.00. 
After showing images of these beautiful 
big cats, she explained that there are just 
57 left in the wild, a slight increase from 
the 27 that there were only a few years 
ago, but still a number so perilously close 
to extinction that they need every penny 
of support they can get. 

We then moved on to talk about World 
Book Day. The thought for the week 
was the William Nicholson quote (often 
attributed to CS Lewis) “We Read to 
Know we are not Alone”. There are many 
ways that this can be interpreted, and 
for me it is an expression of the power 
of literature to articulate a feeling you 
have but you can’t, err, articulate, or, err, 
express. This is why I read so much.
I then talked to the girls about 3 of my 
favourite children’s books. 
I started off by showing them a book 
that I didn’t read as a child, but one that 
I find very touching as an adult, Anthony 
Browne’s Willy and Hugh. Willy the Wimp 
is a chimpanzee who one day bumps into 
a large gorilla called Hugh Jape. Really 
this is about friendship, and the strange 
way in which two superficially different 
people can find a common bond, and 
care about each other. I also talked about 
Ted Hughes’ The Iron Man, which for 
me is a masterpiece, simple linguistic 
and narrative ingredients combined to 
magnificent effect. The last book I talked 
about was Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory, because who could dislike the 
story of a poor boy who gets a break, 
some horrible children getting their 
comeuppance, a chocolate factory, and 
goodness paying off in the end.
Mark Webster 
Principal  

Web Blog - 24th February to 2nd March



Download the App  
for Free today!

Search ‘Cleverbox School Connect’ in your App Store.

Receive instant alerts
Stay informed of important 
announcements and urgent 
updates, delivered instantly.

Keep up to date
View the latest news, photo 
galleries and social media  
in real time.

Stay organised
Check term dates,  
download events and set 
helpful reminders. 

The latest school news, right at your fingertips…

Designed with busy parents in mind, you can keep up to date  
with urgent notifications and easily access our latest news,  
events and school contact information, all from your smartphone. 

Introducing our  
New School Connect App

Please use MARGARET when searching for the school.
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ST MARGARET'S AND FOREST SCHOOL ARE DELIGHTED TO ANNOUNCE AN

Easter Holiday Club
for Reception to Year 6

Monday 30th MARch to Friday 3rd April
9.00am to 4.00pm 

cost is 45.00 per day AVAILABLE FOR THE FULL WEEK OR INDIVIDUAL DAyS ALSO OPEN TO SIBLINGS AND FRIENDS 

join us for A fun packed week PLEASE SEE ATTACHED FOR THE FULL TIMETABLE 

All reservations to be made via this Link:https://forms.gle/aXn4sDN4Qb1mCqcV7
please complete by friday 28th february 2020

there are only 20 spaces available strictly first come first served
The minimum requirement to run the Easter Holiday Club is 6 spaces. Subject to cancellation.

EASTER HOLIDAY ART SCHOOL 

FOR YEAR 7 TO YEAR 10

DO YOU WANT TO DEVELOP NEW SKILLS 

PRACTICE EXISTING ONES OR TRY OUT  

DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES AND NEW MEDIA?

A FEAST OF DRAWING AND RELATED  

ART ACTIVITIES EXPLORED OVER 2 DAYS

IMPROVE EXISTING SKILLS 

GET A TASTE OF WHAT YOU CAN ACHIEVE 

SEE WHAT DOING ART AND DESIGN AT GCSE LEVEL IS LIKE 

THURSDAY 2ND APRIL AND FRIDAY 3RD APRIL

              FROM 9.30AM TO 4.00PM

          £40.00 PER DAY OR £20.00 PER HALF DAY

MORNING (9.30AM TO 12.30)  

DRAWING IN A VARIETY OF MEDIA  

AND TECHNIQUES  

AFTERNOON (1.00PM TO 4.00PM) 

USE THE DRAWINGS AS A BASIS FOR  

PRODUCING A PAINTING, PRINTS OR COLLAGE

PLEASE REGISTER USING THE LINK BELOW

https://forms.gle/ZwiAZJJCeJhuVhmg9

ALL MATERIALS PROVIDED

BRING A PACK LUNCH

SIBLINGS AND FRIENDS WELCOME

SUBJECT TO A MINIMUM OF 5 PARTICIPANTS
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Quiz & Auction Night – 25 Feb @ 6.30pm 
Tickets on sale Friday, 5th February – £10 per person 

Reserve tickets by emailing bursar@st-margarets.co.uk 

Supper Quiz and Auction NightThursday 14th May 2020 
Doors open at 5.30pm 

Buffet served at 6.00pm  Quiz starts at 7.00pm£15.00 per person including dinner
Drinks available to purchase on the night   Places are limited - SO BE QUICK!To reserve your tickets please email:  bursar@st-margarets.co.uk

Tickets on sale NOW! cost of tickets added to your end of term invoice

Friends of St Margaret’s presents


