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September 2019
Coming up...

Tuesday 8th October 
West Hampstead Library Trip - 
Reception 
 
Thursday 10th October 
Neasden Temple Trip - Year 2

West Hampstead Fire Station Trip 
- Year 1

Friday 11th October 
New Scientist Trip - Year 7

Pedestrian Training Skills - Year 5

Monday 14th to Friday 18th 
October 
Reception to Year 2 Parent 
Meetings

Thursday 17th October 
WHOLE SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPH 
(Please make sure your daughter 
is wearing full winter uniform - 
with black tights not socks please)

Nasal Flu Immunisations - 
Reception to Year 6

Friday 18th October 
HARVEST FESTIVAL 

Monday 9th September 
Back in 1997, Bill Gates, co-founder of 
Microsoft, and the richest man who had 
ever lived, is said to have earned so much 
money per second, that on a typical 
working day, should he have dropped his 
wallet while walking between his car and 
the office, would theoretically need to 
have more than $600 in said wallet for it 
to be worth his while to bend over and 
pick it up rather than head to his desk, 
power up Windows and let the wonga 
pour in. 

A hypothetical example of absurd wealth, 
but it would be nice, wouldn’t it? 

All of us can identify aspects of our lives 
that would be improved if we had more 
money. For me, purchasable luxury 
would come in the form of time, having 
someone to do some of the things that 
I don’t especially enjoy, such as cleaning 
out the rabbit hutch or hiring a lookalike 
happy to feign the requisite levels of 
interest in what colour to paint the spare 
room at Webster Towers. 

However, having money and being rich 
are not always the same thing, a point 
well explained by Amailia at Junior 
Assembly. I then told the (probably 
apocryphal) story of Bill Gates and the 
airport magazine newspaper-boy. The 
story, which sounds more full of holes 
than the socks I wore as an impoverished 
student, features a young Bill twice 
wanting a magazine while waiting for 
a plane, but not having the cash, but 
being given a copy of a magazine by the 
aforementioned newspaper-boy, happy 
to make someone happy. 

Many years later Bill is now a billionaire 
and commissions a team to find the 
generous newspaper boy, and upon 
being reunited with him, Bill promises 
the boy whatever he wishes. The boy 
refuses on the grounds that he (the boy) 
was once rich enough in spirit to give 
Bill the magazines, but now Bill, as a 
billionaire, would find it difficult to make 
a proportionately similar sacrifice, a sort 
of updated version of the Biblical tale of 
the rich man, camel and needle. 

At least I think that’s the message? 
Whatever, the real focus of the assembly 

was what Bill did with the rest of his life. 

My experience with a new car or a 
new phone has taught me that after a 
period of initial excitement, such things 
usually become taken for granted, and 
each new upgrade brings diminishing 
returns. In the same way, I imagine 
that once you have made your first $10 
billion, the ascent to $84 billion, whilst 
no doubt satisfying, is perhaps relatively 
ephemeral in terms of its rewards to the 
soul. 

………………………….

This perhaps is why, after reading an 
article in the New York Times from which 
Bill and his wife Melinda learned that 
every year several million parents have 
to undertake the unbearable, following 
their child succumbing to preventable 
diarrhoea, he set about corralling his 
considerable wealth and Rolodex of 
connections, to devise a mass producible 
toilet system which could be a life-saving 
replacement to the cesspit or riverbank. 

Bill Gates and Melinda Gates’ foundation 
has set ambitious goals to help many of 
those in the world most evidently at the 
lower end of the distribution imbalance. 
I am sure Mr Gates can look back at his 
business enterprises with well-earned 
satisfaction, but I imagine what nourishes 
his soul is what he has decided to do with 
it with his dividends.  

Tuesday 24th September 
Speaking of matters soulful, when I 
look back at my own schooldays, it is 
the people rather than the buildings 
that I think of. Alongside the education 
one receives in academic lessons, as 
influential is what one learns about 
relationships. Relationships are a big 
deal at St M’s. It was our Deputy Head 
Ms Treagus who instigated the idea 
of the Family Trees, at which once a 
month, one or two girls from every year 
group convene in a room overseen by 
a girl from Year 11, and interact. This 
is an example of a fashioned social 
exercise, but most social interactions 
are incidental, whether they be two girls 
sitting next to each other at lunch or a 
group of girls playing a game at break 
time. It is my belief that the intimate size 
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and multiple interactions with a variety 
of girls is what gives our girls the social 
strengths that they seem to leave here 
with at the end of Year 11. Returning 
to my schooldays, I thank my boarding 
house and the continuous exposure 
to those who weren’t just like me, for 
helping me evolve into the supremely 
well-adjusted being you see before you 
today. “Yeah, that really describes you”, 
said my wife, rolling her eyes no doubt in 
recognition that I was merely stating the 
obvious. 

Thursday 26th September 
I attended a conference titled ‘How 
Well is your School?’ The speakers were 
varied and the topics broad, ranging 
from mindfulness and well-being to 
maintaining the financial health of your 
institution. The most charismatic speaker 
was the polymath Sir Anthony Seldon, 
who after guiding the assembled room 
of Headteachers and Governors through 
a mindfulness exercise, went on to 
take us through a fruit salad of positive 
associations; strawberries = giving, 
grapes = health and so on. Convinced 
of the efficacy of such an approach, 
I decided then and there to commit 
the rest of my life to healthy living, a 
resolution which I maintained until I saw 
the plate of Jammy Dodgers during the 
tea break.  

Friday 27th September  
Is there a better representation of 
wellbeing, someone at ease in their own 
fur, than Pooh Bear?

Ms Treagus’ Junior Assembly this 
morning encouraged the girls to 
recognise the many ways in which 
hands are used to communicate. She 
showed slides of hands as physical 
representations of what might otherwise 
be spoken, such as gestures and sign 
language, and then moved on to images 
of hands expressing a sentiment or 
communicating a feeling. Two people 
holding hands, a dog being stroked, and 
finally a picture from Winnie the Pooh. 
Pooh nestles his hand besides Piglet’s, 
who turns to ask what Pooh wants. 
“Nothing, I just wanted to be sure of 
you.” 

My wife too uses her hands to express 
what she thinks about my ruminations 
like the ones already mentioned. She 
is often so overcome by the depth of 
my insights she will hold her face in 
her hands, clearly an effort to more 
profoundly contemplate my genius.  

Monday 30th September 
It is not my plan to quote Churchill in 
every newsletter this year, but when 
planning today’s assembly marking the 
start of Black History Month, I thought 

about his line “History will be kind to 
me, for I intend to write it”. The history I 
studied in school was written for people 
like me, and providing the counterpoint 
to this is why Black History Month 
matters. 

We began with a look at 10 notable 19th 
and 20th-century figures, ranging from 
those who changed attitudes through 
their words and actions, like Martin 
Luther King and Nelson Mandela, to 
those that opened minds and kindled 
imaginations like Maya Angelou. 

The latter provided this week’s opening 
‘Thought for the week’, “If you are 
always trying to be normal you will 
never know how amazing you are”. This 
was followed by another quote of Ms 
Angelou’s that I like very much, “A bird 
doesn’t sing because it has an answer, 
it sings because it has a song.” Although 
I would not go as far as Pablo Picasso 
or the esteemed educationalist and 
Ted Talk superstar Prof Ken Robinson in 
saying that instinctive youthful creativity 
is drummed out of young people by 
misplaced educational priorities, I do 
believe it is the job of every school and 
every parent to encourage a child to sing 
its song. 

Mark Webster 
Principal  

Parents’ and Carers’ Section

Parent Representatives 
Thank you to the parents from Reception, Year 1, Year 6, Year 8 
and Year 11 for electing your parent representatives so quickly. 
Please could the parent reps from the other classes make 
themselves known to the Bursar, Samantha Beschizza once in 
place, by emailing her at bursar@st-margarets.co.uk

Parent Representatives Meeting 
There will be a meeting for parent reps at 8.30am on Thursday 
21st November with Mark Webster.

Holiday Club Poll 
We are exploring the idea of running more holiday clubs for the 
girls out of term time. If this would/would not be of interest to 
you, please could you complete the short survey form linked 
below:
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BW5NHDC

Psychology Forms 
If any more parents of girls aged 9 to 14 would like to volunteer 
their daughter to take part in the Psychological Research Project 
(see email from last week), please could they send in their forms 
by Wednesday of next week.

Clubs 
These will resume after half term and are now available to book 
via the school website.

Music Theory Club 
We are gauging interest in a ‘Music Theory Club’ to commence 
after half term. 

Junior School: Music Theory Grade 1  
Wednesdays 3:20pm - 3:50pm 
Senior School: Music Theory Grades 2 - 5  
Wednesdays 3:55pm - 4:25pm
If your daughter would be interested in joining the club, please 
let Mrs Keenlyside know directly, before the half term break. 
The feasibility of the club would depend on the level of interest 
from the girls.
Mrs Keenlyside, Music teacher 
ekeenlyside@st-margarets.co.uk

Flu Immunisation Consent Forms 
A reminder for parents of girls from Reception to Year 6:  please 
return the Flu Immunisation forms.   We are required to collect 
a completed form for each child indicating whether you Do or 
Do Not give consent for your child to receive the immunisation

New York Trip 2020 
The trip to NYC for June 2020 is going ahead and all who have 
applied for this trip have been notified. We are unable to accept 
any other applications.



The Governors and Staff  
of St Margaret's School  
cordially invite you to

for the Grand Opening of the  
new Science Laboratory and  
Royal Tollgate Classrooms

Friday 1st November 2019  
at 3.30pm for  

Drinks and Canapés 

Ribbon Cut ting  
Ceremony

Please RSVP askelton@st-margarets.co.uk  
by Friday 25th October 2019

3


