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ST MARGARET’S SCHOOL 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 

Admissions 
Admissions Process 
Complete and submit a registration form. You will then be contacted automatically about 
assessments which take the following forms: Reception to Year 2 spend between 40 minutes to  
2 hours with our teachers. Year 1 and Year 2 take part in age appropriate assessments in the 
classroom with the rest of her current year group. Year 3 upwards take standardised tests in English 
and Mathematics. For 11+ and older, girls take tests in English, Mathematics, and Verbal reasoning, 
and may be interviewed.  

 
Admissions Criteria 
This is outlined on the ‘How to Apply’ page of our website (under ‘Admissions’). 
 
Bursaries  
Bursaries of up to 100% of tuition fees are available. They are means tested by an independent 
assessor, and subject to available resources in the school’s bursary fund.  
 
 

Academic Questions 
What are your public exam results like? 
In 2017 82% of GCSEs were graded A* or A (or the numerical equivalent).  

 
Value Added Educational Scores 
Along with a great many schools, our GCSE results are analysed by Durham University and the girls’ 
grades are evaluated against their ability levels when they join the Senior School. These are then 
compared with the performance of other girls of similar ability at other schools. Our school always  
does very well in this measure, supporting statistically what we feel, that girls do better coming to  
St Margaret’s.  
 
Do you ever exclude girls from taking examinations because they may not get a grade that will 
look good for the school?  
No.  
 

What GCSEs does St Margaret’s Offer? 
We offer a conservative curriculum (no textiles, photography etc). Every girl has to take English 
Language, English Literature, Mathematics, and AQA Trilogy Science. Girls choose usually 5 or 6 from 
Geography, History, Art, Drama, Music, French, Spanish, Psychology (particular selections will vary 
according to the profile of particular year groups), and Additional Maths. The most common A level 
subjects taken after St Margaret’s are Mathematics and the Sciences.  

 
Higher Ability Girls 
We have a member of staff with particular responsibility for supporting girls who demonstrate 
higher ability. We have a school wide programme of to support these girls beyond the normal 
curriculum.  
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My daughter is exceptionally clever. Will she be supported here?  
With small classes we feel we are well equipped to give individuals the attention they need to be 
extended. As evidence for this, amongst our current alumni at university, one is studying PPE at 
Oxford, arguably their most prestigious degree course.  

 
My daughter has significant special needs. Will she be supported here? 
St Margaret's is a small school and regrettably we do not have the depth of support that might be 
available in a larger school or (in many cases) the maintained sector. Girls with special needs are of 
course not unusual in most schools including St Margaret's (dyslexia being the most common issue), 
and we provide support for these girls (see below). What we find more challenging is offering 
support to any girls with significant needs because of our size, and tend not to be able to offer places 
for this reason.  
 
Learning Support 
We have two learning support co-ordinators, one for the Senior School and one for the Junior 
School. Most learning support takes place through differentiation in our small classes, but we also 
provide extra lesson support as well where necessary.  
 
 

Class Size and Teaching 
What is the average class size in the School?  
14.5 
 
Is teacher-turnover high?  
No. 
 
 

Communicating with Parents 
Newsletter  
There is a weekly mailshot featuring all the week's letters and notices, and a fortnightly newsletter.  
 
St Margaret's App 
There is a free app available for Apple or Android operating systems which outlines school events 
and daily clubs for parents. It also uses push notification for any important messages.  
 
Communication with Teachers 
Every teacher's email address is published and parents can expect a reply within about 24 hours. 
More relevantly, the school tries to operate a largely open door policy with parents commonly 
popping in to mention something to a Form Tutor. The Principal will always see girls at any time 
unless he already has someone with him.  

 
 

Day to Day Questions 
What time does the school day start?  
The school opens at 8.00am for girls to be dropped off, though we also have a breakfast club from 
7:30am to 8.15am. Breakfast starts at 50p per item.  
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What is lunch like? 
Lunch consists of freshly made soup, a hot main course (or sandwich made to order if preferred), 
a salad bar, and pudding or fresh fruit. It was singled out for commendation by the girls when 
interviewed for our recent inspection.  
 
After School Care 
Girls not already attending clubs are looked after until 5.00pm in the 'Late Room'.  

 
 

Extra Curricular Activities, the Skills Grid and Trips 
125 Things to Do  
Every girl will receive a booklet outlining a series of activities designed to expand their interests and 
experiences. Some of these are pursued at school, some out of school.  
 
Trips 
All girls attend trips several times a year as part of their standard curriculum. These can range from 
museums, to outward bound trips, to PGL camps, to international trips.  
 
What clubs do you offer? 
Although some clubs last throughout the year, others are operated in rotation, with new clubs 
introduced each term.  

 

House System 
The girls are divided into three houses, Du Maurier, Curie and Nightingale. The houses meet every 
month and take part in house based activities, mostly aimed at raising funds for charity. The house 
meetings are attended by everyone from Reception to Year 11, and the girls take part in house 
events such from house birthday parties to cross year team relay races during Sports Day. 

 

Junior and Senior School Transition 
Is transition to the Senior School automatic?  
Essentially yes, though we would approach a parent in good time if we felt that her daughter’s 
interests were not best served by remaining at St Margaret’s. This has not happened here in the  
past decade.  
 
How many girls leave at the end of Year 6? 
On average 3.  

 

 
Pastoral Questions 
Social Matters 
A recent anonymous pupil survey indicated that 100% agreed with the statement “I like being at this 
school”, with 85% strongly agreeing, 15% agreeing.  
 
How effective is the school at handling bullying? 

In our last pupil survey 99% of pupils agreed that the school handles bullying issues well. 
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Community and Mixing 
We are fortunate to have a fantastic sense of community amongst the girls, with the older ones 
providing excellent role models for the younger ones.  
 
 

Parental Involvement and Support 
All parents are automatically members of the parents' association, the Friends of St Margaret's 
(FoSTM). The FoSTM organise parents' events such as quiz nights or uniform sales, with their 
fundraising mostly going to charities selected by the girls.  
 
Up to the end of Year 7, Parents will frequently be invited on school trips, and some volunteer to run 
workshops and so on. Parental involvement is encouraged but not demanded; we respect that some 
parents are busy and find it difficult to get too involved in daily life, whereas others are keen to be 
part of our environment.  
 
 

Performances 
We aim for every girl to have a speaking part in at least one performance (apart from their form 
assembly) every year. We have a small orchestra and other groups (such as handbells), and many 
opportunities for girls to perform, whatever their level, from informal tea-time concerts in front of 
friends and family, to the formal Summer Concert, to the two day 'Girls' Factor' competition which 
takes place at the end of the Spring Term.  

 
 

Post St-Margaret’s 
Where do girls go after St Margaret’s for their Sixth Forms? 
The most common destination has been Highgate, but the girls will go to a range of Sixth forms from 
St Paul’s to UCS to Channing to St Marylebone to Woodhouse to Queen’s College and so on. Some go 
on to do non-academic studies such as ballet and art college.  
 
What subjects do they do at ‘A’ level?  
There is a wide variety, but the most common choices are Mathematics followed by the Sciences and 
then English.  
 
 

The School’s Accounts / Charitable Status 
I have heard of independent schools in financial difficulties, and/or being taken over by private 
businesses – is this likely to happen to St Margaret’s? 
No. Our accounts are a matter of public record on the Charities Commission website. We make a 
modest surplus every year which is ploughed back into the school.  

 


